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been taken for granted, and the problem for political
theorists had been the distribution of power and later
of happiness within that accepted unit.    In the urge
towards nationalism, Europe came far behind England,
whose adherence to that idea was largely conditioned
by geographical isolation.    But the nineteenth century
saw the triumph of the national ideal on the Continent,
and both at home and abroad the theory of the State
had become the theory of the Nation, and the theory of
the Nation-State had become the accepted theory of
society.    But the ideology of militant Socialism, quite
apart from its economic postulates, was a challenge to
the State.    It was an important contribution to political
theory,  because it  maintained roundly that  political
theory was rubbish.    What the wTiters of  the  Poor
Man's Guardian were insistently proclaiming was the
artificial nature of political society, which was nothing
to them but a pale reflection of economic fact.    It is
true that their philosophy was not carefully thought out,
but in all their contributions to social theory they were
animated by a strong faith that Sovereignty was not a
political problem at all.    Capitalism had opened their
eyes, rightly or wrongly, to a new vision of society :  it
was useless to discuss social contract, or the real source
of political power, in the face of industrial conditions.
Political power might be  theoretically vested in the
people, but it was always subordinate to the economic
power of those who, by controlling land and capital,
held at their mercy the raw materials of existence.
Hence the whole theory of the  State is  challenged.
What matters to society is not unity of locality, but
unity  of   purpose;    and  the   community   of  interest
between the proletarian worker of one country and his
iellow-proletarian in  another  was  claimed  to  be far
greater and far more binding than the community of

